
Seriti Resources officially 
launched its Naudesbank 
Colliery in Carolina on March 

13. This marks a significant 
milestone in the Chief Albert 
Luthuli Municipality’s (CALM) 
mining sector. 
  This investment would grow the 
local economy, create job 
opportunities and uplift surrounding 
communities.
The momentous occasion saw 
high-profile dignitaries among its 
esteemed guests; the Minister of 
Mineral and Petroleum Resources, 
Gwede Mantashe, Acting Premier 
and MEC for Education, Cathy 
Dlamini, the Executive Mayor of 
Gert Sibande District, Cllr. Walter 
Mngomezulu, as well as the 
Executive Mayor of CALM, Cllr. 
Mbuso Magubane. 
  In his address, Minister Mantashe 
emphasized the critical role of 
mining within the country’s 
economic framework, reiterating 
that coal mining remains a 
fundamental pillar of South Africa’s 
energy security. “When a mine is 
opened, I want to personally witness 

its operations to ensure it is fully 
functional. Mining should not only 
be viewed as a source of 
employment, but also as a business 
generating revenue. However, while 
making money, mining houses must 
meet their obligations and create 
sustainable jobs,” said Mantashe. 
  He commended Mike Teke, 
Founder of Seriti Resources, for his 
unwavering commitment to the coal 
mining industry, particularly during 
a time when many investors are 
withdrawing.
  Key messages of support included 
that of the Chief Inspector of Health 
and Safety, David Msiza, who 
highlighted the importance of 
employee health and safety in 
mining operations. Cllr. 
  Mngomezulu spoke about the 
ongoing collaboration between the 
Gert Sibande District and Seriti 
Resources, particularly with the 
Green Economy Renewables 
Project, which generated over 600 
new employment opportunities.
  Teke provided insight into the 
meticulous planning, studies and 
research which paved the way for 

the development of Naudesbank 
Colliery. He acknowledged initial 
challenges in attracting interest in 
the project and lauded Seriti’s efforts 
towards ensuring the mine becomes 
operational.
  In closing, the Executive Mayor 
of CALM, Cllr. Mbuso Magubane, 
expressed his gratitude to all s
takeholders who contributed to the 
successful launch. He agreed that 

Naudesbank Colliery would play a 
pivotal role in transforming the 
socio-economic landscape of 
CALM. The mining sector remains 
a key driver of growth in the region 
and the success of this project would 
set a strong precedent for future 
investments.
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NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION APPLICATION IN 
TERMS OF REGULATION NO: 983 (LISTING NOTICE 1 ACTIVITY 20 
& 27), AS AMENDED ON 04 DECEMBER 2014 OF THE NATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998 (ACT NO. 107 OF 
1998). 
  
Nqubeko Rendering Services (Pty) Ltd has lodged an application to prospect for Gold 
Ore, Iron Ore with the Mpumalanga  Department of Mineral Resources and Energy 
(DMRE) in terms of section 16 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 
Act 2002 (Act 28 0f 2002).  
 
Application with Ref No: DMRE REF: MP 30/5/1/1/2/18798 PR on the farm Theespruit 
166 IT. The proposed prospecting area is in the Magisterial District of Gert Sibande. 
The proposed prospecting right will constitute the desktop study, surveyor, site 
establishment, access road and drilling. 
 

LISTED ACTIVITIES APPLICABLE: 

NEMA Government Notice 983 Listing Notice 1, Activity No.20: Any activity 
including the operation of that activity which requires a prospecting right in terms of 
section 16 of Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, as well as any other 
applicable activity as contained in this Listing Notice or in Listing Notice 3 of 2014, 
required to exercise the prospecting right. 
 
NEMA Government Notice 983, Listing Notice 1: Activity No.27: The clearance of 
an area of 1 hectare or more, but less than 20 hectares of indigenous vegetation, 
except where such clearance of indigenous vegetation is required for- (i) the 
undertaking of a linear activity; or (ii) maintenance purposes undertaken in accordance 
with a maintenance management plan. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: 

Interested and affected parties (I&AP) are hereby requested to raise their 
concerns, objection and issues within 30 days of this notice to Mr G Mtsweni on 
the following:  

Contacts: Cell 078 016 5207/013 656 1023 , E-mail: given@ezimabutho.co.za  or 
mtswenis@ymail.com  and/or Regional Manager, DMR, Private Bag X7279, 
Emalahleni, 1035, Tel: (031) 653 0500. Fax: (013) 690 3288  

Postal address: Cnr Mandela & Woltemade Str, Die Heuwel Financial Square 
Entrance5 Office C4, Witbank, 1049. 

 NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION LODGED IN TERMS OF SECTION 23 
OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998 (ACT 107 OF 1998) 
READ WITH REGULATION 19 OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA) 
REGULATIONS, 2014 – MINING PERMIT AND RELATED INFRASTRUCTURAL ACTIVITIES. 
LISTED ACTIVITIES TRIGGERED BY APPLICATIONS IN TERMS OF THE MPRDA, 2002 (AS 
AMENDED). 

SA WW WOODY (Pty) Ltd- Reg No. 2024/830800/07 has lodged an application 
for a 5ha mining permit application with the Department of Mineral Resources 
Mpumalanga Region, Ref No. MP 30/5/1/3/2/15419 MP. The small scale 
mining activities include, Geological Drilling, blasting, an open cast, pillar 
mining method, excavation, vegetation clearance and Basic Environmental 
Impact Assessment. There will be no IWULA (Integrated Water Use License 
Application) at this stage. 

(Listed Activities includes Activity 21 and Activity 27 of listing 1 notice GN R327) 
and Section 27 of MPRDA on the Remaining Extent of the Farm Tothiertoe 7 IU in 
magisterial of Eesterhoek in Mpumalanga next to Eswatini/Swaziland border. 

Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP) are hereby requested to raise their 
concerns, objections and issues within 30 days of this notice to the EAP (Mr 
Bernard Kgosana) on the following: 

Fax:0862489127, E-mail: mfriminerals@yahoo.com or eusticentokozo@gmail.com 
and/or Environmental Case Officer (Ms Basetsana Maila, DMRE- Private Bag 
X7279, Emalahleni, 1035, Fax (013) 690 3288 
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The latest on SASSA gold cards

It seems the SASSA new black 
card saga is poised to continue 
for a while longer with 

beneficiaries facing the ineptitude of 
the powers that be.
  At first, the gold cards would have 
become obsolete and deactivated at 
the end of February. The deadline 
was then moved to 20 March. 
Then another deadline was 
announced. So what is the latest 
decision and how is the situation 
going to be resolved?

  Beneficiaries, many aged, had to 
stand in long queues with no 
ablution facilities available, only to 
be told that the new black Postbank 
cards were not received, while staff 
at various retailers and grocery 
shops were not even aware of the 
arrangement. 
  Others only heard about the 
changes from friends or on social 
media and complain of lack of 

proper information. Sassa 
Mpumalanga is, according to them, 
addressing this issue. Sassa officials 
visited Carolina, Elukwatini and 
Dondonald Mall to encourage 
beneficiaries to replace the old Sassa 
gold cards as many had not changed 
their cards.
  While most community members 
are still to receive their new cards, 
some pensioners told CALM that 
they received their new cards in 
January. 
However, beneficiaries still in 
possession of the old cards would 

still be able to receive their grants 
at any post office branch using their 
ID’s. It would also be available at 
ATM’s and retailers.
  Shoprite, Checkers, Pick n Pay, 
Boxer, SPAR and Usave would 
supply grantees with the new cards, 
but until the challenges had been 
dealt with, the status quo remains 
and beneficiaries would continue to 
receive their money

The Chief Albert Luthuli 
Municipality (CALM) has 
launched the Moral 

Regeneration Movement (MRM) at 
the Elukwatini Disaster Centre in 
response to the growing moral 
societal decay. According to CALM’s 
Executive Mayor, Councillor 
Mbuso Magubane, the MRM aims 
to address the rise in anti-social 
behaviour, particularly among the 
youth and promote ethical values 
and traditional practices to foster 
social cohesion. 
  “The initiative seeks to involve 
community members and leaders in 
meaningful discussions and 
educational programmes to reinforce 
moral principles. By doing so, the 
municipality hopes to create a 
society where mutual respect, 
accountability and discipline are 
prioritised,” he said. The launch saw 

participation of various stakeholders, 
including SAPS, traditional 
leadership, NGO’s and governmen-
tal departments, each nominating 
a representative to form a working 
committee. 
  “The selected representatives read 
and signed a pledge to uphold the 
principles of the MRM. However, 
due to the absence of some 
organizations, the election of the 
executive committee has been 
postponed to next Monday, March 
30. 
  The second session aims to finalize 
leadership appointments, ensuring 
all relevant parties are included in 
the decision-making process,” 
Magubane said. He applauded the 
initiative, stressing that tackling 
social ills at the root is crucial for 
sustainable progress. 
  He also pointed out that addressing 

these issues would enhance service 
delivery, as resources will be 
effectively utilized in a more 
disciplined and responsible society.     
  “The launch marks the beginning 
of a long-term commitment by the 
municipality to restore moral values 
and create a healthier, more unified 
community. 
With continued engagement from all 
stakeholders, the Moral 
Regeneration Movement is set to 
play a key role in fostering ethical 

leadership and responsible 
citizenship,” Magubane 
concluded. 
  During the event, stakeholders 
had the opportunity to express their 
concerns about the moral decline of 
communities. 
They highlighted various social 
issues necessitating immediate 
action, reinforcing the importance of 
the MRM.

Some of the MRM working committee 
members.  

CALM Mayor Cllr Mbuso Magubane. 

CALM launches Moral Regeneration Movement
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The Chief Albert Luthuli 
Municipality (CALM), in 
collaboration with the 

Department of Social Development, 
participated in a Gender-Based 
Violence and Femicide (GBVF) 
awareness campaign and prayer 
event in Glenmore on March 11.
  The most recent incidences of 
GBVF across the municipality 
include a woman killed by her 
boyfriend in Nhlazatshe, a minor 
raped by a 25-year-old man and the 
rape and brutal murder of an elderly 
woman in her house in Elukwatini.
Awareness campaigns to address and 
eradicate GBVF within the com-
munity include educating residents 
on appropriate actions and support 
structures available for victims.
  The event, organized by the 
Department of Social Development 
and the GBVF Forum, also included 
prayers for the Easter holidays, a 
period often marked by increased 
road accidents.
  The prayer gathering took place at 
the T-junction of Dundonald and 
Glenmore. Pastors led prayers and 
traditional healers burned incense 
to cast out negative spirits linked to 

accidents and GBVF. Afterwards, 
participants embarked on a walk to 
Glenmore Community Hall. At the 
hall, various government 
departments and community leaders 
delivered messages of support, 
emphasizing the importance of 
collective action in combating 
GBVF.
  The discussions also focused on 
societal behaviours contributing to 
GBVF and strategies for prevention.
The Acting Executive Mayor and 
MMC for Special Programmes, Cllr 
Jabu Mathebula, reaffirmed the 
municipality’s commitmentin 
fighting GBVF. He announced 
several planned initiatives to address 
this issue and urged community 
members to remain steadfast in 
seeking justice. “As a municipality 

we discourage the withdrawal of 
cases by victims of GBVF. 
Perseverance throughout legal 
proceedings is crucial in the fight 
against GBVF.
  Victims need to use all available 
platforms to report any form of 
abuse. Members of the community 
also need to play their role in 

reporting such incidents. Most 
importantly, they need to stand 
together and fight GBVF,” he said.
  The event marked a significant step 
in reinforcing awareness and action 
against GBVF in the CALM. The 
collaborative effort of 
government agencies, religious 
leaders and community members 
demonstrated a united front against 
this growing societal issue.

Mlungisi Maseko (43) from 
Mooiplaas near Badplaas 
and local village hero, has 

won the recognition award at the 
2025 Inaugural Men of Influence 
Awards, held at the State Theatre in 
Tshwane on 22 March 22. 
  The award was given to Maseko, 
who used his entire pay-out from 
the Road Accident Fund of R1.3 m 
to provide water to more than 100 
families from his area after being 
without it for 15 years. Despite his 
own injuries he suffered during an 
accident, he opted to rather aid his 
community than keeping the money 
for himself. 
  Maseko bought water tanks, pipes 
and other equipment and also hired 
workers to channel stream water 
to 100 homes at the bottom of the 
mountain. He donated the entire 
amount towards the project as the 
municipality always said it did not 
have the money to provide the 
villagers with running water. Mase-
ko’s extraordinary act in 2024 saw 
him become not only a local hero, 
but being honoured by the National 
Arts and Culture Department with 
an award recognising outstanding 
men who make significant 

contributions.  
  Founder of the awards, Larry 
Matlala, said Maseko’s story touched 
many people. He was quoted in The 
Sowetan “Maseko’s story touched 
many hearts as it told a story of a 
selfless man from a tiny village who 
placed the needs of the community 
before his own. His pay-out didn’t 
change his heart and made him 
selfish. We want to celebrate such 
men in our country. We know there 
are many men doing amazing things 
and Maseko cannot be left out of the 
celebration dedicated to such men.”  
  Maseko was collected in style from 
his village and taken to Gauteng for 
the award celebrations. “He received 
a new suit for the awards. He was 

picked up from his 
home and driven to his 
hotel where he had a 
new hair cut by 
professional barbers 
who are some of our 
sponsors. We 
celebrated him to make 
him see that what he 
has done is amazing,” 
Matlala added.  
  Maseko told Chief 
Albert Luthuli News 
that he was excited to 

have been honoured although when 
he donated the money he was not 
doing it for fame but simply to assist 
the community to access struggling 
water, a basic need, which they have 
not had for almost two decades. 
  “I am very grateful to have received 
VIP treatment and met with big 
shot people across the country as 
it will put my village on the map. 
The award belongs to the people of 
Mooiplaas because without them am 
nothing. As for the organisers, thank 
you for everything, for once I was 
treated like a king and met people I 
thought in will never meet in my life. 
I will continue to support my village 
in any way I can,” he said.

Mooiplaas hero wins 2025 Inaugural 
Men of Influence Award 

More sectors are gearing 
to implement the Smart 
Agriculture Box, a climate 

change-friendly farming method, 
piloted and rolled out by the 
Department of Agriculture Rural 
Development Land Environmental 
Affairs (DARDLEA). 

  The Centre for Public Service Public 
Service Innovation (CPSI), as part 
of its mission to increase sustainable 
farming, has even taken the Smart 
Boxes to Correctional Services 
Centres to equip both officials and 
offenders with essential new 
methods of agriculture and skills 
through training. 
A two-day course was led by the 
CPSI and DARDLEA at the 
Barberton Correctional 
Services Centre. Forty-five Smart 
boxes and seedlings were also 
donated.
  In 2023 the DARDLEA won a CPIS 
Award for this water-saving Smart 
Agriculture Box in the 
Citizen-Centric Innovation category, 
recognising the invention’s   impact 
on service delivery and community 
empowerment.
  The Agri Smart Box, or Smart 
Agriculture Box, is a climate-smart, 
self-watering vegetable and fruit tree 
grower box designed to address 
challenges like limited land 
availability, water scarcity, and the 
need for sustainable agricultural 
practices, particularly in areas with 
resource limitations.

Prayer against GBVF hosted in Chief Albert Luthuli Municipality
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DARDLEA and Correctional Services 
Officials. 

Mlungisi Maseko and Joyce Ledwaba.

Members of the community who 
attended the GBVF prayer.

Some of the traditional healers who 
were part of the prayer.

Agri Smart 
Box leading 
sustainable 
farming

Gugu Mathebula

Prudence Chiloane
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Twenty-four, young and 
upcoming Mpumalanga 
tourism entrepreneurs have 

received a large cash injection. 
  The beneficiaries each received a 
cheque, ranging from R145, 833 to 
more than R300 000, during a gala 

dinner at the Tfokomala 
Hotel on 18 March. 
  The R3.5 million was generated by 
Mpumalanga’s Tourism Youth Fund 
(MTYF), which was launched last 
year. According to Makhosazane 
Masilela, the provincial MEC for 
Economic Development and 
Tourism, the beneficiaries would be 
monitored on how they implement 
the money. 
  “We have launched this programme 
as the provincial government in 
partnership with the National Youth 

Development Agency [NYDA]. We 
need to indicate that we will support 
them financially and non-financially. 
We will be monitoring the money 
that we gave them as they know that 
these are public funds that we need 
to account for. 
  Therefore, we will follow up in 
each and every cent they spend. 

Additionally, we will also provide 
the beneficiaries with training with 
other sector departments,” she said.
The MTYF aims to empower young 
tourism entrepreneurs, though not 
only financial assistance, but other 
resources as well in order to enable 
them to expand their businesses.       
  The Fund is part of a Memorandum 
of Agreement between the 
Department of Economic 
Development and Tourism and the 
NYDA. Both entities would 
contribute 50% of R6 million 

annually over a period of 
three years.
  Some of the beneficia-
ries included the found-
ing owner of Glam 
Wellness Spa, Felicia 
Mkhaliphi, who said 
she wanted to expand in 
order to employ more 
people.   
  Makhosazane Maseko, 
owner of Uyi Spa, said 
she started her business 
in 2017 and had been financially 
assisted on her journey by the 
NYDA. “This business owns its own 
land and makes an annual profit 
of R550 000. With the latest cash 
injection, we could have an annual 
income of R1.6m and employ more 

people.” 
  Zakithi Mhlongo, owner of the 
Driekoppies Dam Boat Cruise, like 
the others, said she intends 
employing more people and expand 
the business with her share of the 
money.

The body of a seemingly 
drowned man, estimated to 
be in his late 30s, became a 

fisherman’s catch at a river between 
Nhlazatshe 4 and Elukwatini on 
Friday, March 14 in the late 
afternoon. 
  According to a statement by the 
Police, they were informed of this 
by the Community Service Centre. 
However, during initial 
investigation at the scene, it seemed 
that the victim could have been 
murdered as bruises and stab 
wounds were found on the body.     

  The deceased was identified by his 
sister as Sibuiso Vincent Maseko, the 
recipient of a disability grant. 
The station’s management expressed 
its sadness and concerns about the 
rise of contact and violent crimes in 
the area and invited all concerned 
stakeholders to work together to 
fight this surge.
  Police are requesting anyone in the 
community who might have 
information on what might have 
happened to Maseko, to phone 082 
798 0396 or 072 638 1519. All 
information will be treated with 
utmost confidentiality while 
investigations are continuing.

Fisherman makes shocking discovery 

Mpumalanga tourism entrepreneurs receive 
millions in cash
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Some of the MTYF beneficiaries receiving their cheques. 

Makhosazane Masilela, the provincial MEC for 
Economic Development and Tourism.

Some of the MTYF beneficiaries receiving their cheque. 

Body of man who was found floating in a river.

Prudence Chiloane



KNP K9 handlers receive backpacks from 
Swiss NPO 

Kruger National Park (KNP) 
K9 handlers received 35 
backpacks to the value of R 

53 130.00 on Tuesday March 04. 
  According to the KNP’s 
spokesperson, Isaac Phaahla, the 
donation would be very useful with 
regards to ground mobility 
capacity and in support of 
anti-poaching operations inside the 
Park. 
  The Legacy Experience Foundation 

(TLEF) a non-profit organization 
(NPO) based in Switzerland 
supports conservation work in the 
KNP and those communities 
bordering it. 
Its support to SANParks started in 
2017 and over the years they had 
provided support in the form of 
ranger equipment, SANParks 
Airwing assistance, ranger training 
and support to Park’s anti-poaching 
units through various technologies.
  Phaahla said the relationship 
between the KNP and TLEF is an 

example of 
cooperation 
driven by a 
common cause 
and vision. 
  “Donated 
backpacks will be 
used by K9 
Handlers and 
their specialized 
K9s to carry first 
aid kits, water 
and basic K9 
equipment during 

patrols.   
  With criminal syndicates 
becoming more sophisticated in 
terms of their tactics and equipment, 
the TLEF donation would not only 
ensure a safer working environment 
for the K9 Handlers and K9s, but 
also caters to their specific needs 
of the unique KNP environment,” 
Phaahla 
concluded.
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Derek Macaskill of the Legacy Experience handing over the 
backpacks to KNP Manager: K9, Samuel Madalane.

The backpacks will assist a great deal 
during anti-poaching operations. 

Kgabu Mahlatji

MEC. Cathy Dlamini.

The Mpumalanga Department 
of Education (DoE) said it is 
deeply saddened about the 

death of Banele Zwane, a 20-year-old 
Grade 12 learner from Lisushwana 
High School in Dundonald, 
Chief Albert Luthuli Local 
Municipality.
  Banele was struck by a school bus 
while walking with a schoolmate 
to school on Monday Monday, 17 
March at 07H00. According to 
information received from the 
school, an eyewitness said the 
bus came from behind the two 
boys and struck Banele on the side 
of the road.
  A case of culpable homicide has 
been opened at Biskop Police 
Station. 
The DoE said it would wait for the 
police report to provide further 
details. On behalf of the provincial 
DoE, the MEC, Cathy Dlamini, 
extended her heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved family, relatives, 
close friends and the school 
community. 
The Department would also provide 
psychosocial support to Banele’s 
family and those affected by his 
death.

High school 
learner 
killed by bus

The Executive Mayor of Chief 
Albert Luthuli Municipality 
(CALM), Mbuso Magubane, 

officially handed over the newly 
completed phase two of the 
Elukwatini access road on Monday 
10.
  Magubane said the successful 
completion of this project marks a 
significant milestone in the 

municipality’s commitment to 
improving infrastructure and 
boosting local economic 
development. The project provided 
economic opportunities for the local 
community, with 45 local labourers 
employed and several 
sub-contractors benefiting from the 
initiative.
  “This aligns with the municipality’s 
strategy of economic 
empowerment by ensuring that 
community members actively 
participate in development 
projects. Local taxi associations have 

expressed their appreciation for the 
municipality’s efforts in improving 
the road network. Moreover, the 
road’s rehabilitation is expected to 
enhance road safety and ease traffic 
congestion, particularly during peak 
periods such as December,” said 
Magubane. 
  During the handover ceremony, 
Cllr Magubane emphasized that the 
infrastructure upgrade is part of a 
broader municipal plan to enhance 
public transport routes in and 
around Eerstehoek. He further 
reiterated the importance of 
prioritizing local Small-, 
Medium- and Micro Enterprises 
(SMME’s) regarding development 
projects, stating that outsourcing 
should only be a last resort.
  In addition, the Mayor announced 
that the municipal programme of 
assisting all wards would continue 
throughout the week in Ward 25. 
This ongoing initiative aims to 
address road infrastructure issues 
and other pressing community 
needs across all municipal wards. 
The CALM remains committed to 
sustainable development and 
community upliftment through 
continued investment in public 
infrastructure projects.

Moyor Cllr Mbuso Magubane with his 
entourage at Elukwatini access road.

Elukwatini access road.

CALM Mayor hands over Elukwatini 
access road 

Gugu Mathebula
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Malibongwe Mkhwanazi 
from Dr Pixely Ka Isaka 
Seme Local Municipality, 

is wearing the Miss Mpumalanga 
2025 crown.
  The crowing was held at the 
Communio Auditorium in the City 
of Mbombela under the theme; 
“15 years of changing the life of a 
girl child.”Mkhwanazi received the 
crown from Miss Mpumalanga 2024, 
Bajabulise Thela. 
  Apart from the much coveted 
crown, Mkhwanazi also walked away 
with a brand new Audi A1, a 
bursary from the Office of the 
Premier, a fully-furnished 
apartment, as well as beauty 
products from Sasekile Cosmetics. 
She will simultaneously assume her 
role as ambassador for responsible 
drinking and gambling in the 
province.
  The MEC for Economic 
Development and Tourism in 
Mpumalanga, Makhosazane 
Masilela, delivered the keynote 
address at the prestigious and 
glamorous event. She referred to the 
pageant as a platform to celebrate 
beauty and cultivate intelligence, 
resilience, as well as social 

responsibility.
  According to Masilela, Miss 
Mpumalanga is much more than just 
a beauty pageant, ensuring young 
women emerge as role models and 
change-makers who contribute 
meaningfully to society. 
  “This evening we reflect on what 
this journey has meant for our 
province. Each year, this initiative 
brings out the very best of 

Mpumalanga talent, ambition 
and a commitment to making a 
difference. 
  Thus, one of the key roles of Miss 
Mpumalanga is to serve as an 
ambassador for responsible 
gambling, ethical liquor trade and 
responsible alcohol consumption,” 
she said.
  The event was also attended by 
senior Mpumalanga government 
officials, including the MEC for 
Department of Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Land and 

Environmental Affairs, 
Nompumelelo Hlophe.
  Now, go pack that road trip playlist 
and vasbyt, adventure awaits! After 
all it’s your country, enjoy it, because 
nothings more fun than a Sho’t Left. 
www.shotleft.co.za. 
END 
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Miss Mpumalanga 2025 Crowned 

The New Miss Mpumalanga 
Malibongwe Mkhwanazi.

Bajabulise Thela handing over the crown to New Miss Mpumalanga.

Zaza Letsholo, founder of the 
Zaza Mahlangu Foundation 
and a proud Mrs South Africa 

2025 semi-finalist, said her 
journey had been shaped by 
resilience, service and a deep 
commitment to uplifting others, 
particularly vulnerable children who 
have no safe place to call home.
  Recently, a king from Ndzundza 

Fene Traditional Council donated 
one hectare of land to the 
Foundation towards fulfilling her 
dream of building a safe haven for 
orphaned, abandoned and 
vulnerable children in 
KwaMhlanga.  
  “This home will be a place of 
security, love and opportunity, 
ensuring that no child is left without 
a future. However, land alone is not 
enough; we need resources, partners 

and sponsors to bring this vision 
to life. I am calling on construction 
companies, businesses and 
individuals to join hands with us. 
Whether through financial support, 
donating building materials, or 
expertise, every contribution will 
help lay the foundation for a brighter 
tomorrow,” she said. 
  Letsholo added that this is not just 
a building project but a mission to 
restore hope and dignity to needy. 
She believes that together, we can 
build hope, one brick at a time.
  Besides making a safer home for 
vulnerable children through the 
Foundation, she has financially 
supported three young people to 
complete their tertiary studies and 
offers career guidance classes to 
young people. Additionally, she 
empowers agricultural students and 
graduates with practical learning 
and skills on her livestock produce 
farm.
  I entered Mrs SA because I want 
to amplify my voice for equality 
through more action, and ultimately, 

to inspire children and young 
women to believe that anything 
is possible. Do not let your back-
ground define your future,“ she said.

Mrs SA 2025 semi-finalist to build home for 
vulnerable kids

Zaza Letsholo, founder of the Zaza 
Mahlangu Foundation.
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Bafana Bafana’s win aids World Cup 
qualification bid 
With Bafana Bafana 

beating Benin 2-0, it saw 
their progress towards 

the 2026 FIFA World Cup 
qualification, putting them among 
the top of Group C.
  The game took place at the 
Felix Houphouet Boigny Stadium in 
Abidjan on the Ivory Coast. Hugo 
Broo’s team not only had to contend 
with the sweltering weather, but also 
had to overcome the Cheetah’s early 
resistance before striking during the 
second half.Lyle Foster performed 
like as seasoned striker.   
  Jayden Adams, fresh off the bench, 

applied the final touch, allowing the 
team to move onwards in their quest 
to ensure FIFA World Cup 
qualification. With 13 points from 
six games already under the belt, 
South Africa (SA) now comfortably 
leads the group, with Rwanda (8 
points) and Benin (8 points), Nigeria 
(7), Lesotho (5) and Zimbabwe (3).  
  Bafana Bafana is edging closer to 
the grand stage in the United States, 
Mexico and Canada next year. 
However, the team’s World Cup 
qualification journey due to an 
administrative oversight threatened 

their stellar performances. Midfield 
general, Teboho Mokoena, 
instrumental in SA’s campaign, 
should have been suspended 
after the Lesotho match as he 
was slapped with two yel-
low cards in separate 
qualifiers.
  However, he 
played in last 
Friday‘s game, putting the SA team 
in potential breach of FIFA 
regulations. According to the rules, 
a player with two bookings across 
different matches must serve a 
one-game suspension. Lesotho 
missed their chance to challenge the 
error within FIFA‘s strict two-hour 

protest window. If FIFA intervenes, 
the SA team could face a 
three-point deduction, 
complicating Bafana‘s road to the 
World Cup. 
  Despite the victory over Benin, it 
was not an easy ride and again 
underscored the importance of 
patience, persistence and 
precision.  At the right moment, the 
team knew exactly how to strike. 
Benin’s defensive saw Bafana Bafana 
pulling out all the stops, boasting a 
65% ball possession. 
  Some of the nail-biting moments 

included 
Thapelo 
Morena 
coming 
close to 
cracking 
the code 
in the 
first half, 
racing 
down the 
right flank and 
beating his marker, 
only to fluff the final 
ball that could have set 
up Foster for a 
tap-in. Fortunately, only 

moments later, 
Ronwen 
William’s 
stunning reflex 

save 

denied the opposition’s Junior 
Olaitan‘s looping header. 
  The second half belonged to Bafana 
Bafana. Nkosinathi Sibisi, from deep 
inside his own half, launched a ball 
which found Fawaaz Basadien in 
space on the left. The Stellenbosch 
FC fullback surged forward and 
squared it into the danger zone. 
  This allowed Foster, cool as a 
cucumber, to muscle past his marker 
to slot home to break the deadlock. 
Substitute Oswin Appollis sent in a 
teasing cross from a free-kick and 
Adams, another late introduction, 
rose highest to nod home the 
second goal, sealing a crucial 
victory. 
  Bafana Bafana, now with one foot 
in the World Cup, still has four 
games to play;  Lesotho 

(1 September), Nigeria 
(8 September), Zimbabwe 
(6 October) and Rwanda 

(13 October) .

Freddy Mpangane 
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Thapelo Morena and Teboho Mokoena.

Bafana Bafana players  celebrating Lyle Foster’s  goal against Benini

Bathusi 
Aubass.


