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Summit to boost water security for

Mpumalanga municipalities

Kgabu Mahlatji

s access to water supply and
proper sanitation are
fundamental human rights,

a two-day Water Indaba was held in
Secunda to address Mpumalanga’s
challenges in these areas.
Stakeholders from government,
business and local government
gathered on 7 to 8 October to
discuss critical water issues.

The National Department of Wa-
ter and Sanitation (NDWS) and the
Provincial Government, in
collaboration with Paradigm Shift
Holdings, hosted the Indaba.
Various stakeholders and water
experts discussed critical water-
related issues, ways to build
partnerships and find solutions to
the urgent problems faced by
communities. According to
Paradigm Shift Holding’s President,
Mishael Mashele, the Indaba offered
an opportunity for participants to
share expertise through panel dis-
cussions.

“We discussed how to improve
water supply and treatments while
working together with government
for communal benefit. I believe that

MEC Speedy Mashilo and DWS Deputy Minister David Mahlobo.

this collaboration would
contribute to local economic growth,
job creation and poverty reduction,”
he said.
Concerns regarding ageing
water pipes and systems, which had
not been properly maintained and
repaired, were highlighted. Partici-
pants also addressed pollution risks
and regulations needed to protect
rivers and public health.

After the Indaba, critical
resolutions were found to deliver an

implementation model, increase
investment through financing
options and ensure the financial
viability of the sector.
Other positives which came from
the meeting were ways to enhance
technical and operational capacity
and efliciency, build partnerships
through building water sensitive and
resilient communities and lastly, to
fight criminality in water and
sanitation sector.

Mpumalanga’s Acting Premier,

Speedy Mashilo, acknowledged the
resolutions taken during the Indaba
and called for a clear vision, strategy
and plans with proper timelines for
implementation of the resolutions,
as key priorities. “Water is not only
a basic human right, but the basis

of life, vital for health, agriculture,
industry and overall socio-economic
development” Mashilo said.

He emphasised the government’s
goal for successful access to adequate
and equitable sanitation for the
people of Mpumalanga. He urged
everyone to implement water saving
practices such as fixing leaks, using
water-efficient appliances and
re-using water when possible.

The DWS’s, Deputy Minister,
David Mahlobo, stressed the
significance of fostering
collaboration and knowledge
sharing among stakeholders.

He said it was imperative to address
water challenges such as
infrastructure deficiencies, pollution
and promote access to water for all.
“I want to convey our gratitude for
this private sector initiative to join
forces with government to deal with
South Africa’s water crisis,” Mahlobo
said.
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advertiser only.

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION
PROCESS FOR A PROSPECTIG RIGHT
APPLICATION

DMRE REF NUMBER: MP 30/5/1/1/2/18658 PR
SEPTERMBER 2025

Notice of Environmental Authorisation Application in terms of the National Environmental
Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) as amended; and the Environmental Impact
Assessment Regulations and the National Environmental Management Waste Act, 2008 in respect
of listed activities that have been triggered by applications in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum
Resources Development Act (MPRDA) as amended for Torbanite/oil Shale, Iron Ore,
Manganese Ore, Coal on the remaining extent and Portion 1,2,3 of the farm Pampoenkraal
61 HT, Situated in Magisterial District of Volksrust in Mpumalanga Province.
Applicant Name: Sewele Projects (Pty) Ltd Location of Sites: The prospecting area is situated
approximately 8.28 Km Southeast of Dirkiesdorp and the site can be accessed through R 543
then turnright before Dirkiesdorp. The PR area isapproximately 0.18 Km away from
Mabola Protected Environment.
Proposed Activity: ~ The proposed project prospecting activities within 1 223 Ha on
Portion 10 of Bankfontein 215 within the administrative district of Gert Sibande in Mpumalanga
province.

Listed Activity/ Triggers Applied for: Government Notice, No. R. 327, April 2017 (LN1)
INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES ARE INVITED TO REGISTER. ALL
REGISTERED INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES WILL BE NOTIFIED VIA THEIR
PREFERRED METHOD OF COMMUNICATION FOR THE COMMENTING PERIOD OF
THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT. THE DRAFT BAR WILL BE PLACED AT
DRIENFONTEIN LIBRARY.

ELECTRONIC COPIES ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

Enquiries: Mr Karabo Makgoga Cell: 0763805979 Email:
Karabo@thevhasustainableservices.co.za

Driefontein Library
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Household gardens key to food security

s the country
commemorates World
Food Day, not only on

OctoberlB, but throughout
October, the importance of food
gardens is again highlighted.
With millions of hungry

people across the globe, not only
in South Africa (SA), this month
calls for sufficient food production
and participation of all.

The SA government has been
actively promoting agricultural
survival with various food
programmes and other support.
Food security, especially in rural
areas, should become a source
of income and survival as the
country battles with drought and
climate change.

World Food Day was proclaimed
at the Conference of the Food
and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) of the United Nations in
1979 and endorsed by the
General Assembly in 1980. The
objectives of World Food Day
are to strengthen solidarity in the
struggle against hunger,
malnutrition and poverty.

It is also used to create
awareness of the necessity of
food production and encourage
research and technology
development for food production
systems. In SA, it specifically calls
for the participation of rural
people, in particular women and
the underprivileged.

In light of this global plight,
Mpumalanga's Department of

Deformed roots are the result of
nematode infestation

Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Land and Environmental
Affairs, (DARDLEA) is actively
encouraging everyone to play

a partin fighting hunger. South
Africans are urged to estab-
lish food gardens and produce
their own nutritious vegetables
in their backyards. DARDLEA's
MEC, Khethiwe Moeketsi, during
her 2025/26 Policy and Budget
speech in July, promised that her
Department would support 13
000 households, establish 690
backyard food gardens and
cultivate a further 18 000
hectares to fight hunger.

‘Let’s unite in this fight by
actively participating in food
production. Whether it's starting
a backyard garden, establish-
ing community food gardens or
supporting local agriculture, every

Nematode infestation on a Phola farm in Hazyview

effort counts.

This way, we will be able to
increase food production, making
it accessible to all. Together, we
can increase food security,
improve nutrition and create
sustainable livelihoods for our
communities. Let's use this
planting season as an
opportunity to sow seeds of hope
and nourishment for all”, she
urged.

However, smallholder farmers,

are facing production challeng-
es due to many challenges, that
include Climate Change effects,
and nematode infestations,
resulting in significant yield losses
thereby exacerbating food
insecurity concerns.
This was discussed during the
25th Symposium of the
Nematological Society of
Southern Africa (NSSA) held in
Malelane in Nkomazi Local
Municipality recently.

For three days, Researchers,

Extension Practitioners,
Students and delegates from as
far as USA, Kenya, Czech
Republic, Belgium, Netherlands,
Zimbabwe, and Indonesia, met
to discuss and engage on the
dangers posed by Nematode on
crops, including progress made to
date on the continuous research
on Nematode, amongst others.

Nematode are microscopic
worm-like creatures which inhibit
the soil and damage the roots of
a plant, impairing them to take up
water and nutrients, excessively
reducing yields.

They affect all kinds of crops,
with tomatoes, Bambara
groundnut, sweet potato and
potatoes being the most
susceptible.

The NSSA and advisors are
working closely with farmers to
find effective solutions that will
help them overcome these
challenges and ensure a stable
food supply.

GSDM workshop empowers young farmers

Samkelisiwe Mhlanga

The Gert Sibande District
Municipality (GSDM) is
investing in the future of local
agriculture, recently hosting an
impactful workshop designed to
equip young farmers and Expanded
Public Works Programme
participants with essential tools and
knowledge.

The participants, who are

currently placed on various farms
across GSDM’s constituent
municipalities, gathered at the
Elukwatini Environmental Centre
for a comprehensive session aimed at
boosting their success in the farming
sector.

The workshop covered a

critical array of topics vital for

modern farming and agribusiness
success.

These included: Farming
Techniques: Providing foundational
and advanced knowledge on
agricultural practices.

Marketing and Market Access:
Strategising how to sell produce
effectively and reach broader
markets.

Funding Opportunities: Guiding
young farmers on accessing crucial
financial support for their
enterprises. Compliance and
Standards: Emphasizing the
necessity of adhering to food safety
standards and achieving relevant
certifications like South African
Good

Agricultural Practices, which are
often prerequisites for market entry.

The Chief Albert Luthuli
Municipality’s Local Economic
Development office also played a
significant role, attending the
workshop to explain their mandate
and services available to young
farmers in their jurisdiction.

They highlighted a crucial
requirement for accessing formal
municipal assistance: young
people need to form cooperatives
and ensure they are officially
registered.

This structure not only facilitates
support but also encourages shared
resources and collective bargaining
power.

The workshop was graced by June
Shabangu, who runs Mahle Emabele
Pty Ltd in Carolina. As a

successful young farmer, Shabangu

shared invaluable real-world
experience, urging the attendees to
be proactive.

His key messages focused on:
Seeking Land: Encouraging
participants to actively look for
available land and establish their
farming
businesses.

Collaboration: Stressing the power
of working together and

sharing knowledge. Information
Seeking: Highlighting the
continuous need to gather
knowledge and stay updated on
industry trends.

Full-Time Commitment:
Emphasising that farming is a
serious business requiring a
full-time, dedicated commitment to
thrive.
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Pilgrim’s Rest’s history unveiled as part of MPUCE 2025

Samkelisiwe Mhlanga

s part of the launch of

Mpumalanga’s Cultural

Xperience (MPUCE) 2025,
media representatives from South
Africa, eSwatini and Mozambique
recently toured the historic Pilgrim’s
Rest. The spotlight shone on the rich
history of this former mining town
which became known for its gold
rush. The trip provided a glimpse
into the past, but also highlighted its
challenges in a modern society.

The Panning Site, where the National
Championship takes place.

The media’s first stop was the
Printing Museum, with proof of
early press freedom and conflict.
The first locally printed newspaper
in 1876 was the Gold News with its
controversial editor, William James
Phelan, becoming a divisive public
influence after a scathing editorial
criticising Dr. John Scoble, the Gold
Commissioner. This followed a pre-
vious editorial in which Phelan also
criticised the government of Presi-
dent Burgers of the ZAR (Zuid-Af-
rikaansche Republiek) while actively
supporting the views of the diggers.
Phelan’s journalistic courage came at
a price. He was brought before the
court, fined £27.10s and sentenced

The gin distillery offers 100% handcrafted
gin with a citrus base and a flavourful
blend of spices and botanicals.

to two weeks imprisonment.

The media group also visited the
Dredzen Shop & House Museum
which served as general dealer and
operated from 1930 to 1950. General
dealers were the commercial and
social hubs of towns such Pilgrim’s
Rest, not only providing essential
goods but acting as a central meeting
point for residents.

The first local printer in the Pilgrim’s Rest
gold fields was established in 1874.

The trip included a final visit to

the Alanglade House Museum.
Built in 1915 by the Transvaal Gold
Mining Estates, the house was the
official mine manager’s residence
in Pilgrim’s Rest. At 118 years old
(as of 2023), the grand structure is
a testament to the town’s industrial
past. Alanglade is furnished with
objects dating from the 1900-1935,

the decorative style of its first occu-
pants, the Barry family. The priceless
antique furniture primarily reflects
the Edwardian era and Arts and
Craft movement. The opulence of
the home and that of others who
were part of the mine management

The Central Garage belonged to Paul P.
Ahlers in 1924. The original building was
demolished in the early 1950’s.

showed the stark contrast between
the privileged and the diggers,
desperately panning gold for a better
life.

Journalists sifted through sand and
water in the age-old tradition of gold
extraction. Some even bagged small
flecks of gold as mementoes, a relic
of times past when a small piece of
gold could change lives.

Despite its glorious past and rich
history, Pilgrim’s Rest has become

a hot bed of illegal mining activity.
Residents shared their concerns,
claiming the town is under criminal
siege. They expressed their fears that
the increasing illegal mining created
vast underground tunnels which
could lead to the ultimate collapse of
the area.

The media was treated to games,
karaoke and a braai before leaving
the past behind.

Oupa Pilane re-elected as Chairperson of SATSA board

rominent Mpumalanga

businessman, Oupa Pilane,

has been re-elected as
chairperson of the Southern Africa
Tourism Services Association board
(Satsa)Pilane’s previous term focused
on post-COVID-19 recovery.

During the election, he expressed
pride in the board’s achievements.
“The previously elected board
managed to increase the number of
South African (SA) visitors by over
90% a great achievement. However,
this recovery was not experienced by
all provinces. The Kruger National
Park and Cape Town benefited the
most. It is vital that other provinces
also benefit,” he said.

For the new term, Pilane plans to
ensure tourism benefits are shared
across the entire country. “We need
to keep increasing the number of
tourists to SA, but in such a manner
that the entire country benefits from
it,” he stated.

Pilane stressed the necessity of
tourist safety and meaningful
collaboration with the government.

Oupa Pilane, the chairperson of the
SATSA board.

“The country should be a safe place
for visitors. This means the govern-
ment should work with the private
sector with regards to the plans,
developments, and growth of the
tourism sector,” he urged.

He voiced his frustration with what
he deems the government’s lack
of commitment to private sector
involvement, despite being “too
vocal” about wanting them at the
table. Pilane said the private sector,
responsible for accommodating and
transporting visitors, would
continue its efforts to engage with
an unwilling government until these
consultation issues are resolved.

He also stressed the need for
community involvement and

infrastructure investment. “In order
to grow a sustainable tourism
industry, local communities
surrounding tourism attractions
should be involved.”

“The management of these sites
should ensure visitor safety as
communities are benefiting from it.
When communities situated near
attractions are not benefiting, they
have no incentive to protect the area
or the tourists. This means tourists
would be targeted by criminals, and
it would effectively kill SA’s tourism,”
he warned.

Pilane also expressed his dismay
with the lack of essential mainte-
nance, even at financially self-sus-
taining sites. “These major attrac-
tions generate their own income
and don’t require budget allocations
from the government. Instead of
discussing the way forward, they are
still discussing toilets that are not
flushing and potholes. They should
use part of their tourism income to
maintain these sites instead of just
hoarding the money;” he concluded.

Mpumalanga Cultural
Xperience launched

The MEC for Mpumalanga’s Department
of Culture, Sport and Recreation, Leah
Mabuza.

Samkelisiwe Mhlanga

The Mpumalanga Cultural Xperience

(MPCE) is back by popular demand

and this year is celebrating a decade

of top entertainment.

The MEC for Mpumalanga’s Department of
Culture, Sport and Recreation (DCSR), Leah
Mabuza, officially opened the 2025 MPUCE
during a media launch today, October 7 at

Ndalo Lodge in Mbombela. The ‘Sunrise to

Sunset’ theme of this growing enterprise is

redolent of its successful past ten years and

looking towards many similar events in the

future.

Mabuza said this year’s celebration is not
just another series of cultural and
entertainment events, but would be a unique
celebration of decade-long effort;
testament to the long-term vision of the
DCSR to develop the arts and creative
industry in Mpumalanga. “It is also an
opportunity to showcase our ability as a
province to host successful events while
creating opportunities for our art
industry. It would highlight the richness of
the province’s diverse cultural heritage.

Since its inception in 2015, the
Mpumalanga Cultural Xperience has grown
into one of the province’s signature events.
Opver the past ten years, it has become a
unifying platform where culture, music,
comedy, tradition and sport are used to tell
the story of who we are as a people,” she said.
As part of celebrating this milestone, the
DCSR has produced a documentary
chronicling the journey of the MPUCE over
the past 10 years. “It pays tribute to everyone
who has contributed to making the festival
the success it is today. The documentary can
be watched on the DCSR’s YouTube channel,
DCSRTYV, on October 31.

This year’s events will include:

«Kasi Xperience in Embalenhle;

«Comedy Xperience in the City of
Mbombela;

«Carnival Xperience at the Promenade
Centre, also in Mbombela;

«Choral Xperience Elukwatini in the Chief
Albert Luthuli Local Municipality;

«The 013 Summer Blaze in Mbombela’s
Stadium;

«Soul Session Xperience in the Lowveld
Botanical Gardens;

eMarathon Xperience at Kameelrivier B
Stadium, Dr JS Moroka Local Municipality;
«Traditional Xperience at Ndundza
Somphalali Traditional Authority and
«Mpumalanga’s Gospel Music Awards at the
Communio Church Auditorium.

“I call on the people of Mpumalanga, visitors
from across South Africa and international
tourists to join us in celebrating this
milestone and promote our province.

Let’s support our artists and entrepreneurs,
showing the hospitality which has become
synonymous with Mpumalanga,” Mabuza
concluded.
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ANC Gert Sibande region elects new leadership, emphasises unity and renewal

Kgabu Mahlatji

r I Vhe African National Congress
(ANC) Gert Sibande Region
successfully concluded its 9th

Regional Conference recently at the

eManzana Badplaas Resort.

The conference, a key event for the

party in the Mpumalanga, focused

heavily on calls for unity,
organizational renewal, and tackling
pressing socio-economic issues.

ANC Mpumalanga spokesperson
Sasekani Manzini confirmed that
the conference proceedings includ-
ed messages of support from both
the party’s National and Provincial
structures. The National Executive
Committee (NEC) message was de-
livered by Joe Phaahla, the convenor
of the NEC deployees to Mpuma-
langa, while the Provincial Execu-
tive Committee (PEC) conveyed its
goodwill through its chairperson,
Mandla Ndlovu, and secretary, Muzi
Chirwa.

A central theme echoed in all the
messages of support was the urgent
need to strengthen the party’s
cohesion. According to Manzini,

New Gert Sibande Regional Executive Committee.

the messages “emphasised the need
to build a strong and united ANC,
which is an effective tool for
liberation.”

She further stressed the necessity of a
unified front for the party to execute
its historic mandate: “A strong and
united party is a necessity for the
ANC to be able to execute its historic
mission of serving the people.”

A highlight of the conference was the
election of the new Regional
Executive Committee (REC),

ushering in a fresh term of
leadership for the region. The newly
elected officials are:

«Chairperson: Walter Mngomezulu
«Deputy Chairperson: Thulasizwe
Thomo

«Secretary: Aubrey Maboea
«Deputy Secretary: Maghawe
Mlotshwa

oTreasurer: Lindi Masina

Manzini conveyed the provincial
structures’ congratulations to the
newly elected REC, urging them to

get to work immediately.

“We wish the Regional Executive
Committee all the best as they begin
their new term of office, and we urge
them to work tirelessly to implement
the resolutions of the conference,’
she stated.

The core focus of these resolutions
centers on two critical areas:
organizational renewal within the
party and resolving the
socio-economic challenges that
confront the people of the Gert
Sibande region.

In a closing statement that
emphasized the spirit of unity,
Manzini indicated the leadership’s
concurrence with the new regional
chairperson, Walter Mngomezulu,
who, in his closing remarks, “called
on all members to disband lobby
groups and work with the leadership
to make the ANC a home for all”

“The biggest winner in any ANC
conference is the ANC itself, not
individuals. Conferences afford the
ANC an opportunity to reimagine
society and sharpen itself as a tool
for liberation in the hands of the
people”

The verification drive for Military Veterans is
currently underway in Mpumalanga

Keletso Mkhwanazi

The Department of Military
Veterans (DMV) is
conducting a seven-week
database verification drive
specifically targeting Non-Statutory
Force (NSF) veterans.

The drive, which commenced on
September 22 and 23 in Malelane,
aims to verify the status of former
uMkhonto we Sizwe (MK), Apla
(Azanian Peoples’ Liberation Army)
fighters, and personnel from the
former defence forces of
Bophuthatswana, Ciskei, Transkei,
and Venda. According to the DMV,
the verification drive is
“specifically for NSF members who
did not integrate” into the South
African National Defence Force
(SANDE).

This effort is part of the DMV’s
ongoing commitment to ensuring
that all qualifying applicants are

verified as legitimate military
veterans and can access benefits due
to them.

“The verification drive is being
conducted in various locations
across Mpumalanga, including
Bushbuckridge, Mbombela,
Barberton, Burgersfort, Middelburg,
Ermelo, Bethal, Standerton,
eMalahleni, Embalenhle,
Senotlelo, Siyabuswa, Kwaggafon-
tein, and KwaMhlanga,” they said
with addition that the schedule for
the verification drive is as follows:
«Bushbuckridge: September 29
«Mbombela: September 30
eBarberton: October 1 and 2
«Burgersfort: October 6
«Middelburg: October 7

eErmelo: October 8 and 9

eBethal: October 13 and 14
«Standerton: October 15 and 16
eeMalahleni: October 20 to 23
«Embalenhle: October 27
«Senotlelo: October 28 and 29

SANDF members.
«Siyabuswa: October 30
«Kwaggafontein: November 3 and 4
«KwaMhlanga: November 5

The DMV’s verification drive is
guided by the Military Veterans Act
of 2011, which defines a military
veteran as, “a South African citizen
who rendered military service to any
of the military organisations and has
completed their military training
and no longer performs military
duties, and has not been

dishonourably discharged from that
military organisation”

This verification drive follows
similar efforts in the Free State and
North West provinces, where
approximately 400 applicants were
targeted, with over 300 from the
Free State.

The DMV’s ongoing commitment to
verifying and enhancing its database
ensures that all military veterans
receive the benefits they deserve.
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MEC Thulasizwe Thomo cutting the ribbon during the P177 road.

The P177 road officially reopened

Route P177 officially reopened

Kgabu Mahlatji

fter months of disruption,

the crucial P177 route,

linking Carolina and
Chrissiesmeer, was officially
reopened following the successful
reconstruction of the collapsed
bridge.

The reopening on September 29
marked the end of a challenging
period for residents, farmers and
businesses in the Chief Albert
Luthuli Municipality (CALM)
corridor. This long awaited event was
officiated by Mpumalanga’s MEC for
the Department of Public Works,
Roads and Transport (DPWRT),
Thulasizwe Thomo,

The P177 route was closed during
December 2024 after structural
failure of the corrugated culvert
bridge during torrential rainfall. It
posed serious safety risks and
severed a vital link between the two
towns. For almost ten months, the
closure impacted the daily lives of
the community.

It forced motorists to use longer and
often dilapidated alternative routes,
such as the Carolina-Breyten road.
The extended travel times placed
strain on vehicles and local
commerce.

The DPWRT prioritised the
reconstruction project to restore safe
and reliable connectivity. The new
structure was completed in a

concerted effort by the project team
and contractors.
The new bridge has been designed to
be more durable and stable, ensuring
long-term functionality and safety.
Thomo praised the team for their
commitment to fast-tracking the
project despite various challenges,
while ensuring stringent quality
standards were not compromised.
The reopening is expected to
provide substantial relief and ease of
movement for residents, farmers and
businesses in the Gert Sibande
District. As a key corridor for
economic activity, the restoration
of the P177 is vital for growth and
development in the region.
According to Thomo, the new in-situ

CALM wins big at SALGA awards

Gugu Mathebula

s public endorsement of its

commitment to service

delivery and good
governance, the Chief Albert Luthuli
Municipality (CALM) won awards
for Municipality with the best Fire
and Rescue Services and by-laws
framework at the recent SALGA
Provincial Assembly.

The prestigious event, held at
Graceland Hotel, recognises and
celebrates excellence in municipal
service delivery across the
province. CALM walked away with
top honours in these hugely
important categories, solidifying its
reputation as benchmark for local
government successes.

This dual award is a significant
achievement, reflecting the
municipality’s dedicated efforts
across key areas; financial
management, service delivery,
institutional governance and

public participation.

This recognition underscores the
positive impact the municipality’s
is making in the daily lives of its
residents.

The win highlights CALM’s
exemplary performance in the criti-
cal area of public safety.

Superior fire and rescue services are
vital for protecting lives, property
and the environment. Achieving top
honours in both the by-laws
framework and operational
performance demonstrates a holistic
and effective approach with regards
to municipal safety and readiness.

The message from the
municipality is clear - this win is not
just an award for the council; it is a
victory for every resident of the
municipality. It is seen as proof of
what can be achieved when a
Council works together with its
communities, focusing on
accountability, transparency and a
shared vision for progress.

bridge is part of an ongoing
Provincial Culvert Bridge
Replacement Programme.

“We are proud of this achievement
and remain committed to enhancing
our province’s road infrastructure
network for the benefit of all
communities,” he said.

The return to normalcy also
brought an end to the Nkabinde
family’s makeshift toll gate
operation, highlighting the
significant economic and logistical
vacuum the road closure created.
With the P177 now safe and fully
operational, the Chief Albert Luthuli
Municipality area can look forward
to smoother commutes and boost
local economic activity.

The Chief Albert Luthuli Municipality officials receiving their award.

This accolade will further fuel
CALM’s continued commitment to
serving its people with excellence,
reinforcing the value of cooperative
governance. The SALGA win
positions CALM as a leading
example in the local government
sphere. This is expected to bolster
confidence among residents and
investors, showcasing a stable and

effective administration capable of
driving development and improving
the quality of life for all and serves
as a powerful illustration of effective
local governance in action.

CALM dedicated the award to the
community and its staff, vowing to
use the recognition as a springboard
for even greater achievements in the
future.
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GSDM MPAC solidifies
commitment to
transparency and
accountability in
financial oversight

Samkelisiwe Mhlanga

The Municipal Public Accounts
Committee (MPAC) of the Gert
Sibande District Municipality, under
the leadership of Chairperson Cllr Noliqwa
Nhlapo, held a pivotal sitting earlier today to
reaffirm its dedication to financial
accountability and transparency through
rigorous oversight.

The meeting focused sharply on assessing
progress regarding the Annual Financial
Statements AFS and strategizing for
enhanced project oversight.

A critical item on the agenda was the
confirmation of the Annual Report
submission.

ClIr Nhlapo confirmed that the Annual
Report, which encapsulates the
municipality’s financial and performance
activities for the past fiscal year, was duly
submitted to the Auditor-General by

the required deadline at the end of August
2025.

This timely submission is a crucial step in
the accountability cycle, paving the way for
the AG’s external audit and subsequent
review by the MPAC. The committee
assessed the progress made on the AFS
leading up to this submission, ensuring
all internal processes were meticulously
followed.

Beyond financial reporting, the MPAC
intensified its focus on project oversight
planning. The discussion highlighted

the need for continuous monitoring of

all implemented municipal projects, with a
specific emphasis on supplier performance.
This proactive approach is designed to
strengthen accountability and guarantee
the delivery of quality service to residents.
By continuously monitoring the execution
of projects and the performance of service
providers, MPAC aims to prevent potential
issues, ensure value for money, and hold
contractors accountable for their
commitments.

Specific infrastructure projects were brought
into the spotlight for detailed oversight
planning, including:

eRefurbishment of the Standerton Water
Treatment Plant in Lekwa Local
Municipality.

eAmsterdam Bulk Water Supply Scheme in
Mkhondo Local Municipality.

The successful and efficient execution of
these projects is vital for improving basic
service delivery specifically water security
in the respective local municipalities.

The MPAC'’s planned scrutiny will ensure
these critical developments remain on track
and meet the highest standards.
Promoting Good Governance

The Gert Sibande MPAC remains steadfast
in its mandate to promote transparency,
good governance, and financial
accountability across all aspects of
municipal operations.

Today’s sitting underscores the committee’s
crucial role in ensuring that public funds are
managed responsibly and that the district
municipality operates with the utmost
integrity in serving its communities.

The actions taken today are a clear indicator
of the district’s commitment to providing an
environment of ethical and effective
municipal administration.

Mandlamakhulu heritage day fills royal
Kraal in Tjakastad

Gugu Mathebula

he Mandlamakhulu Royal

Kraal in Tjakastad was a hive

of cultural activity as Inkhosi
Khuzulwandle Malaza and the
Mandlamakhulu Traditional Council
successfully hosted this year’s
vibrant Mandlamakhulu Heritage
Day celebration.

The event, which drew a large
crowd, served as a powerful
testament to the community’s
dedication to preserving and
celebrating its rich cultural heritage
and traditions. Mandlamakhulu
Heritage Day is an annual
cornerstone event for the
community, providing a platform
for people to connect with their
ancestral roots, showcase traditional
customs, and foster a strong sense of
unity.

Inkhosi Khuzulwandle Malaza.
Heritage Day, which extends beyond
a mere public holiday to become a
vital

moment for cultural introspection
and collective celebration.

Some of traditional dancers during the heritage celebration.

Attendees arrived in their brightly
colored traditional attire,
transforming the Royal Kraal into a
spectacular display of cultural pride.
The day’s program was filled with
activities designed to celebrate the
community’s unique identity,
including: Traditional dances and
music performances by various local
groups.

Poetry and storytelling

sessions, passing down oral
traditions to the younger
generation.Showcasing of authentic
traditional foods and crafts.

The vibrant atmosphere
underscored the importance of

Lebutho.

Some of the attendees.

Addressing the packed gathering,
Inkhosi NK Malaza emphasised the
critical role of culture in building a
cohesive and resilient

community.

The Inkhosi called on both the
young and old to embrace their
customs and ensure that their
heritage is passed on to future
generations, stressing that cultural
values are essential tools for
human existence and social
development.

The celebration also provided an
opportunity for traditional
leadership to engage with the
community on social issues.

The Inkhosi reportedly used the

platform to advocate for community
development and to condemn social
ills, calling on attendees to stand
together against challenges that face
the area.

The Mandlamakhulu Heritage Day;,
hosted with great success by the
Traditional Council, solidified the
area’s reputation as a custodian of
cultural wealth, ensuring that the
legacy of its people continues to
flourish.
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Chief Albert Luthuli Municipality staff that participated at the SAMWA.

CALM shines at SAMWA National Games

www.chiefalerrtluthulinews.co.za

Freddy Mpangane

he Chief Albert Luthuli Mu-
I nicipality’s (CALM) dedicated
employees and councillors
participated in the South African
Municipal Wellness Association’s
(SAMWA) National Games in
Rustenburg.

CALM soccer team

These games provide a vital
platform for fostering camaraderie,
relieving work-related stress and

CALM soccer team

promoting a holistic culture of well-
being for those who daily serve their
communities.

CALM’s spokesperson, Thapelo
Phetla, said the spirited delegation
joined thousands of municipal
colleagues from across the
country at this annual event,
celebrating health, wellness and team

spirit across the local government
sector. ,We are immensely proud of
every employee and councillor who

CALM Netball team

represented our municipality at the
National Games. It is proof of our
commitment to a healthy and active
lifestyle and shows CALM’s invest-
ment in our most valuable asset, our
people,” he said.

The SAMWA Games are more than
just sporting contests but a crucial
event for building unity and
strengthening networks across South
African municipalities. CALM’s
participants showed their mettle in
soccer, netball, darts and pool.

“This interaction is invaluable,
offering our team the chance to
share experiences and build
connections to strengthen our
service delivery back home.

The perseverance and excellence
displayed by our delegation truly
embodies the vibrant ethos of the
Chief Albert Luthuli Municipality,”
Phetla concluded.

The CALM views participation in
the SAMWA Games as a cornerstone
of its broader Employee Wellness
Programme. By supporting its staff
and councillors in such activities, the
municipality actively

promotes mental, physical and
emotional health, essential for a
productive and motivated workforce.

The vollyball team.
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