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Social grants will continue without 
interruption, assures Minister Pule

Newly appointed Minister of 
Social Development Dina 
Pule has assured millions 

of South Africans who rely on social 
grants that their monthly payments 
will continue uninterrupted 
despite the ongoing migration 
from the South African Social 
Security Agency (SASSA) gold 
card to the Postbank black card.
  Pule said beneficiaries should not 
be concerned about the card 
replacement process, stressing that 
it would not affect their grant 
payments. 
  I want to assure SASSA 
beneficiaries that they will continue 
to receive their grants on time. All 
they need to do is change from the 
gold card to the black card, but this 
will never affect their grants,“ she 
said.
  She explained that the Department 
of Social Development, SASSA, 
Postbank and the Department of 
Communications and Digital 
Technologies are working together to 

Gugu Mathebula

ensure a smooth transition.
  According to Pule, beneficiaries 
who receive grants through 
Postbank or commercial banks will 
continue to have their money 
deposited directly into their chosen 
accounts each month.
  She added that the new payment 
system will reduce logistical 
challenges associated with 

transporting cash to payment points, 
while biometric verification 
measures will strengthen the 
security and integrity of the grant 
payment system.
  Outlining her priorities for the 
first 100 days in office, Pule said she 
would focus on implementing the 
department‘s strategic plan, 
improving internal systems, tackling 

substance abuse and strengthening 
efforts to protect children from 
trafficking and exploitation.
  The minister said the Department 
of Social Development manages an 
annual budget of about R300 
billion and provides social assistance 
to approximately 28 million South 
Africans. 
Our responsibility is to improve the 

lives of vulnerable South Africans 
and ensure they receive the support 
they need,“ she said.
  Pule added that integrity, 
accountability, teamwork and 
effective communication would 
guide her leadership as the 
department works to improve 
services for vulnerable communities.

Dina Pule. 



Public participation is one of 
the cornerstones of local de-
mocracy. It gives residents an 

opportunity to influence decisions 
that directly affect their communi-
ties. However, in the Chief Albert 
Luthuli Local Municipality, many 
residents are being denied a fair 
opportunity to participate because 
important public notices are not 
reaching the people they are meant 
to inform.
  The municipality has a responsi-
bility to communicate information 
about public meetings, consultations 
and development projects effectively. 
Instead, notices are often published 
on platforms based outside the mu-
nicipality with limited reach in local 
communities, while local media 
platforms that serve residents are 
overlooked. As a result, many people 
only become aware of public par-
ticipation meetings after they have 
already taken place.
  This defeats the purpose of public 

participation and creates the im-
pression that consultation is merely 
a box-ticking exercise rather than a 
genuine effort to hear the voices of 
residents.
The Municipal Systems Act (Act 32 
of 2000) is clear on this issue. Chap-
ter 4 requires municipalities to foster 
a culture of community participation 
by creating mechanisms and pro-
cesses that enable communities to 
take part in municipal affairs. 
  This includes ensuring that com-
munication reaches the intended 
audience.
Publishing notices alone is not 
enough. Residents must receive 
information through platforms they 
regularly access and trust so they 
have a real opportunity to partici-
pate. This is particularly important 
for issues such as service delivery, 
infrastructure projects, municipal 
budgets and development plans.
Recently, concerns have once again 
been raised about the municipality’s 

approach to public participation. 
For example: 
PUBLIC NOTICE
APPROVAL OF THE INTEGRAT-
ED DEVELOPMENT PLAN (IDP) 
AND BUDGET FOR THE 2026/27 
FINANCIAL YEAR
APPROVAL OF THE INTEGRAT-
ED DEVELOPMENT PLAN (IDP) 
AND BUDGET FOR THE 2026/27 
FINANCIAL YEAR
They were placed in a publications or 
platform  that are not distributed in 
the Chief Albert Luthuli Municipal-
ity communities or even talk about 
the concerns that affects residents. 
A municipality that truly values its 
communities does more than com-
ply with the law on paper. It ensures 
every resident has a fair and mean-
ingful opportunity to be informed, 
heard and involved before decisions 
are made. Until this happens, many 
people in Chief Albert Luthuli will 
continue to feel excluded from deci-
sions that directly affect their lives.
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letter:

The two notices that residents of the Chief Albert Luthuli Local Municipality were supposed to participate in. However, the 
notices did not reach the intended communities, denying many residents the opportunity to take part in the public participation 
process.

Public participation must put residents first

APPLE TREE INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL

3, LEGUAN ST, WHITE RIVER.
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A small village in Mpumalan-
ga is making its mark on 
the national manufacturing 

stage as LC7 Living, a Beauty, 
Skincare and Perfume Diffuser 
manufacturing business owned by 
Nomzamo Nkosi, showcased its 
products at the Manufacturing 
Indaba 2026 at the Sandton 
Convention Centre. The exhibition 
was held July 14 to 15. 
  LC7 Living was selected to exhibit 
under the Mpumalanga Department 
of Economic Development and 
Tourism stand, highlighting 
innovative products developed by 
local entrepreneurs that promote 
wellness, beauty and local manufac-
turing.
Founded in Badplaas, LC7 Living 
manufactures a range of quality 
skincare products, oil-based per-
fumes and fragrance diffusers for 
homes and vehicles. The business 
also operates a unique mobile spa, 
bringing professional skincare 
treatments directly to customers 
using its own locally manufactured 
products.
  Nkosi said being selected to exhib-
it at one of South Africa’s leading 
manufacturing events was a major 

milestone for her business.
  “I am happy to have been select-
ed to showcase our products at the 
Manufacturing Indaba. It means the 
world to me and to the growth of my 
company. I have met different people 
in the manufacturing industry and 
exchanged valuable skills and ideas,” 
she said.
She added that the exposure has 
opened new opportunities for LC7 
Living.
  “The event has placed my compa-
ny on the map, and I believe this 
kind of exposure will help us grow 
to another level. That growth will 
enable us to create more employ-
ment opportunities for the people of 
Badplaas,” she said.
Nkosi also encouraged residents to 
support locally manufactured prod-
ucts and businesses.
  “When people support local 
brands, they help businesses grow, 
strengthen the local economy and 
create more jobs within our commu-
nities,” she said.
  The Manufacturing Indaba brings 
together manufacturers, 
entrepreneurs, investors and 
industry experts from across the 
country to promote innovation, 
collaboration and growth within 
South Africa’s manufacturing 

sector. For LC7 Living, the 
exhibition represents not only 
national recognition but also an 
opportunity to showcase how a 

business from a small rural 
community can compete on a 
national platform while creating 
economic opportunities back home.

Nomzamo Nkosi. 

Badplaas entrepreneur showcases local beauty brand at 
Manufacturing Indaba 2026
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The Mpumalanga Tourism and 
Parks Agency (MTPA) has 
announced revised tariffs for the 

2026/2027 financial year, which will 
come into effect on November 1, to help 
fund infrastructure upgrades at its 
tourism facilities and protected areas.
  MTPA spokesperson Simphiwe 
Shungube said the tariff adjustments are 
part of the agency’s long-term strategy 
to modernise tourism infrastructure, 
improve visitor facilities and support 
biodiversity conservation while 
contributing to local economic 
development.
  “To support these strategic infrastruc-
ture investments, the entity has reviewed 
its tariffs for the 2026/2027 financial 
year, effective from November 1.
The proposed tariff adjustments are 
intended to strengthen the entity’s 
capacity to invest in infrastructure 
development, improve tourism facilities, 
and continue providing quality visitor 
experiences while supporting 
biodiversity conservation and local 
economic development,” said Shungube.
  He added that the revised tariffs are 
available on the MTPA website and form 
part of the agency’s broader strategy to 
improve environmental sustainability, 
stimulate tourism growth and create 
employment opportunities throughout 
Mpumalanga.
  Shungube said the agency has 
already begun implementing its 
2026/2027 Infrastructure Maintenan-
ce and Upgrade Plan, which includes 
major water infrastructure upgrades at 
Bourke’s Luck Potholes, Three Rondavels 
View Site and Mdala Nature Reserve, 
with all projects expected to be 
completed by March 31.
The agency will also invest in tourism 
product development through the 
creation of three new wild camping sites 
at Ohrigstad Nature Reserve to diversify 
visitor experiences and attract adventure 
tourists.
  To improve accessibility and 
navigation, standardised directional 
signage will be installed at Blyde River 
Canyon Nature Reserve, Manyeleti 
Nature Reserve and Andover Nature 
Reserve.
At Bourke’s Luck Potholes, maintenance 
work will include road reserve clearing, 
stormwater drainage rehabilitation 
and extensive landscaping around the 
guesthouse facilities to improve safety, 
environmental management and the 
overall visitor experience.
  MTPA will also refurbish and upgrade 
septic tank systems at five key tourism 
facilities Mahushe Shongwe Nature 
Reserve, Pinnacle Rock, Bourke’s Luck 
Potholes, Swadini and Three Rondavels.
The upgrades will include the 
installation of new drainage systems to 
ensure compliance with environmental 
and public health standards.

More than 1,280 residents of 
Donkerhoek Farm in the 
Mkhondo Local Muni-

cipality are celebrating improved 
access to clean drinking water follo-
wing the completion of the Donker-
hoek Water Supply Project.
The project, delivered through a 
public-private partnership between 
Kangra Coal Mine, various govern-
ment departments and the local 
municipality, is aimed at improving 
access to basic services and en-
hancing the quality of life in rural 
communities.
  The new water infrastructure was 
officially handed over to the com-
munity by Deputy Ministers David 
Mahlobo of Water and Sanitation 
and Phumzile Mgcina of Mineral 
and Petroleum Resources, toge-
ther with Mpumalanga MEC for 
Co-operative Governance, Human 
Settlements and Traditional Affairs 
(CoGHSTA), Speed Mashilo.
Mashilo said the project demonstra-
tes the positive impact that partners-
hips between government and the 
private sector can have on communi-
ty development.
  The infrastructure includes a pro-
tected natural spring water source 
with a combined capacity of approxi-
mately 6,250 litres per hour, 15 JoJo 
water storage tanks with a capacity 
of 10,000 litres each installed at three 
strategic locations, and 27 kilometres 

of pipeline connecting the spring 
to the storage tanks and individual 
households.
  “As government, we appreciate 
Kangra Coal Mine for its commit-
ment to uplifting community de-
velopment,” said Mashilo.
Kangra Coal Mine Stakeholder Rela-
tions Manager, Mpfuneni Mulaudzi, 
said the handover forms part of the 
mine’s ongoing Social and Labour 
Plan (SLP), which seeks to install 
water infrastructure across eight 
farms in the area.
  “The project highlights the com-
pany’s legal and moral obligation to 
bring about positive change in peo-
ple’s lives. This is a life-transforming 
breakthrough for the community of 
Donkerhoek and an indication of 
what can be achieved when govern-
ment and the private sector work 
together,” said Mulaudzi.
The project was identified through 
community consultations and aligns 
with the Mkhondo Local Municipa-
lity’s Integrated Development Plan 
(IDP) priorities.
  For many residents, the project has 
ended years of hardship. Eighty-ni-
ne-year-old community member 
Gogo Nomgcibelo Hlope said she 
and her neighbours previously wal-
ked long distances to collect water 
from nearby streams using buckets 
and wheelbarrows. The water was 
often contaminated by livestock, 
posing serious health and hygiene 
risks.

  “I am grateful that we now have 
clean, potable water. We no longer 
have to drink water contaminated by 
cows and horses,” she said.
Hlope added that access to water 
has also enabled her to maintain 
a thriving vegetable garden in her 
yard, improving food security for her 
household.
Deputy Minister Mahlobo described 
the project as a beacon of hope for 
the community.
“This public-private partnership has 
brought hope to the people of Don-
kerhoek. They now have access to 
clean, quality water, which is essen-
tial for improving their health and 
quality of life,” he said.
The Donkerhoek Water Supply 
Project stands as an example of how 
collaboration between government 
and the private sector can deliver las-
ting solutions to rural communities, 
while improving living conditions 
and restoring dignity through access 
to one of life’s most basic necessities.

Mpumalanga MEC Educa-
tion MEC Lindi Masina 
has called on Mathematics 

education experts to place language 
at the centre of efforts to improve 
learner performance.
  Masina was addressing more than 
1,500 delegates at the National Con-
gress of the Association for Mathe-
matics Education of South Africa 
(AMESA) that language is key to 
unlocking learners’ understanding 
of Mathematics held at University of 
Mpumalanga on July 13
Masina said improving Mathema-
tics outcomes requires more than 
better teaching methods, stressing 
that learners must be taught in ways 
that allow them to fully understand 
mathematical concepts.
  She noted that many learners are 
taught and assessed in a language ot-
her than their mother tongue, crea-
ting an additional barrier to learning 
and affecting confidence, conceptual 

understanding and academic per-
formance.
  She encouraged researchers, educa-
tors and practitioners attending the 
congress to develop practical, rese-
arch-based approaches that integrate 
language into Mathematics teaching 
while advancing Mother Tongue-Ba-
sed Bilingual Education.
  The MEC also highlighted the 
Mpumalanga Department of Educa-
tion’s strategy to strengthen Mathe-
matics education through improved 
foundational numeracy, enhanced 
teacher development, expanded 

learner support programmes and in-
creased participation in Mathematics 
beyond Grade 9.
  She said the province continues to 
invest in STEM education through 
the OR Tambo Mathematics, Science 
and Technology Academy, which 
has been allocated R78 million in 
the current financial year to impro-
ve teaching, nurture mathematical 
talent and create more opportunities 
for learners pursuing careers in sci-
ence, engineering and technology.
Masina said these interventions are 
already producing positive results, 
with Mpumalanga’s Mathematics 
pass rate rising from 52.8% in 2022 
to 58% in 2023 and 66.37% in 2024.
  She concluded by calling on dele-
gates from South Africa and abroad 
to collaborate, share innovative ideas 
and develop practical solutions that 
will make Mathematics more acces-
sible, inclusive and meaningful for 
every learner while building the next 
generation of mathematicians, scien-
tists, engineers and innovators.

MTPA unveils infra-
structure upgrade plan 
alongside tariff increase

Kgabu Mahlatji

Kangra Coal Mine’s new water project brings relief to 
Donkerhoek residents

Patrick Mavimbela

Patrick Mavimbela

MEC Masina urges focus on language to improve Mathematics education

MEC Lindi Masina. 
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The second phase of the Admi-
nistration and Adjudication of 
Road Traffic Offences (Aarto) 

Act officially came into effect on July 
1 despite a last-minute court bid by 
the South African Local Government 
Association (Salga) to stop its imple-
mentation.
  On June 30, the Pretoria High Court 
dismissed Salga‘s urgent application, 
ruling that the matter lacked urgency. 
While the rollout has proceeded, the 
court did not decide on the merits of 
the case, meaning the legal challenge 
will continue at a later stage.
  The Aarto Act introduces a new 
administrative system for handling 
traffic offences and aims to improve 
road safety by holding repeat 
offenders accountable. A key feature 
of the system is the introduction of a 
15-demerit-point threshold for drivers.
Under the new rules, motorists who 
accumulate 15 demerit points will 
automatically have their driving 
licences suspended for three months. 
If a licence is suspended three times, it 
will be permanently cancelled. Drivers 
can reduce their demerit points by 
one point for every three consecutive 
months without committing a traffic 
offence.
  Motorists who receive infringement 
notices will also be required to pay 
additional administrative fees. 
Those who ignore the notices risk 
serious consequences, including being 
unable to renew their driving or 
vehicle licences, having movable 
property attached, or facing a warrant 
of execution. Paying a fine within 32 
days qualifies motorists for a 50% 
discount.
  The Mpumalanga Provincial Govern  
ment has welcomed the implementa-
tion of Aarto, describing it as an 
important step towards 
improving road safety and 
encouraging responsible driving.
However, Salga remains concerned 
about the financial implications for 
municipalities. Salga‘s Public 
Transport and Roads Working Group 
chairperson, Councillor Sebang 
Motlhabi, said municipalities are 
already under financial pressure and 
that the current Aarto regulations 
place additional costs on local govern-
ment without providing a sustainable 
funding model.
  Motlhabi said Salga has declared an 
intergovernmental dispute, arguing 
that municipalities were not adequate-
ly consulted on regulations that 
directly affect their operations and 
budgets. He warned that the 
implementation costs could divert 
limited municipal resources away from 
essential service delivery.

The Mpumalanga Legislatu-
re‘s Portfolio Committee on 
Economic Development and 

Tourism conducted an oversight visit 
to the Mpumalanga Stainless 
Initiative (MSI) on July 10 to assess 
the progress of the provincial 
business incubator and its 
contribution to industrialisation, 
enterprise development and job 
creation.
  Led by committee chairperson 
Lucky Mbuyane, the visit was 
attended by Economic Develop-
ment and Tourism MEC Jesta Sidell, 
departmental officials, representa-
tives from the Steve Tshwete Local 
Municipality, MSI management and 
programme beneficiaries.
  MEC Sidell said the visit provided 
an opportunity to account for the 
progress made by the initiative while 
identifying areas that require impro-
vement. She acknowledged that MSI 
is operating from a small facility, 
limiting its ability to expand and 
accommodate more entrepreneurs.
  The Department of Economic 
Development and Tourism said MSI 
is one of two business incubators 
established under the Mpumalanga 
Industrial Development Plan. The 
initiative, created in partnership with 
the Department of Trade, Industry 
and Competition, Steve Tshwete 
Local Municipality and Columbus 

Stainless, aims to develop technical 
skills, support small businesses in 
stainless steel manufacturing and 
promote local industrialisation.
  MSI offers subsidised production 
facilities, technical training, 
mentorship, entrepreneurship 
support and market access through a 
three-year incubation programme. 
Partnerships with the Small 
Enterprise Development and 
Finance Agency (SEDFA), merSETA, 
the National Youth Development 
Agency (NYDA) and Columbus 
Stainless further strengthen the 
programme.
  Departmental official Anthony 
Ngomane told the committee that 
MSI currently operates from a 
300-square-metre factory 
following its relocation due to 
financial constraints. The limited 
space has reduced its capacity to 
accommodate more incubatees and 
equipment.
  To address this, the department is 
working with the Local Municipa-

lity to develop a five-hectare Centre 
of Excellence that will expand the 
incubation programme, strengthen 
industry partnerships and create 
more opportunities for emerging 
manufacturers.
  Beneficiary representative Moeketsi 
Mpofu welcomed the programme, 
saying it had created valuable 
opportunities for entrepreneurs, 
while appealing for additional land 
to support future expansion.
  Committee members requested 
further information on MSI‘s 
budget, turnover, staffing, trainee 
placement and marketing 
initiatives. MSI Chief Executive 
Officer Prince Nkosi undertook to 
provide a comprehensive report, 
adding that the organisation has 
maintained clean audits for the past 
four years and continues to promote 
youth and women‘s participation.

Aarto demerit system 
takes effect despite legal 
challenges

Lucky Ngomane. 

Legislature committee monitors progress at 
Mpumalanga Stainless Initiative

Kgabu Mahlatji

Jesta Sidell. 
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July is dedicated to celebrating 
and recognising the invaluable 
contribution of Field Rangers 

and Anti-Poaching Units who work 
tirelessly to protect Mpumalanga’s 
protected areas and preserve the 
province’s rich biodiversity.
  World Ranger Month serves as an 
opportunity to honour the men and 
women who stand on the frontlines 
of conservation, often risking their 
lives to safeguard wildlife, combat 
poaching and protect the country’s 
natural heritage.
  Their work ensures that future 
generations will continue to enjoy 
South Africa’s unique wildlife and 
protected ecosystems.
Across Mpumalanga, field ran-
gers play a vital role in monitoring 
wildlife, conducting anti-poaching 
patrols, preventing illegal hunting, 
protecting endangered species, and 
enforcing environmental laws.
  They also assist with fire manage-
ment, biodiversity monitoring, envi-

ronmental education and the protec-
tion of visitors in nature reserves.
Working in remote and often dange-
rous conditions, rangers face nume-
rous challenges, including armed 
poaching syndicates, harsh weather, 
difficult terrain and long hours away 
from their families. Despite these 
obstacles, they remain committed 
to conserving the province’s natural 
resources
  The Mpumalanga Tourism Parks 
and Agency has described its law 
enforcement officials as the frontline 
defenders of the natural environ-
ment.
Through their courage, dedication 
and unwavering commitment, they 
continue to protect wildlife, conserve 
biodiversity and ensure that Mpu-

malanga’s protected areas remain 
safe for both wildlife and visitors.
As the province commemorates 
World Ranger Month, residents are 
encouraged to recognise the selfless 
service and sacrifices made by Field 
Rangers and members of the Anti-
Poaching Unit, whose work is essen-
tial in the fight against wildlife crime 
and environmental degradation.
  World Ranger Month is observed 
every July and culminates in World 
Ranger Day ion July 31, a global 
commemoration that honours ran-
gers who have lost their lives or been 
injured in the line of duty while cele-
brating the vital work carried out by 
conservation professionals around 
the world.

Mpumalanga honours field rangers during World Ranger Month

MTPA Field Rangers.

Kgabu Mahlatji



Over 400 Vulingcondo learners benefit 
from Sakha iKamva Campaign

More than 400 learners at 
Vulingcondo Combined 
School recently received 

educational resources and essential 
necessities through the Sakha iKam-
va Campaign, an initiative aimed 
at improving children’s education, 
dignity and well-being.
  The campaign was led by the Amity 
Impact Foundation in partnership 
with the Mayflower SAPS Youth 
Crime Prevention Desk. It brought 
together government departments, 
businesses, community organisations 
and local leaders with a shared com-
mitment to supporting vulnerable 
learners.
  According to Amity Impact Foun-
dation founder, Zanele Mkhatshwa, 
the initiative addressed some of the 
everyday challenges faced by learners 
by providing school shoes, personal 
hygiene products, menstrual health 
support and educational materials.
  “A total of 37 learners received 
brand-new school shoes, helping to 
ensure they can attend school with 
confidence and dignity. In addition, 
50 learners were provided with 
toiletries to support their health and 
personal hygiene, while 200 girls 
received sanitary towels to promote 
menstrual dignity and reduce absen-
teeism,” said Mkhantshwa.
  One of the campaign’s highlights 
was a donation of colouring pens by 
BIC South Africa to more than 400 
learners. The donation is expected 
to encourage creativity, improve 
classroom participation and support 
artistic expression.
  To strengthen literacy and improve 
reading comprehension, learners 
from Grades 1 to 3 also received a 
trolley library stocked with Siswa-
ti and English reading books. The 
mobile library will be shared among 
classrooms, giving young learners 
greater access to reading materials 
and helping cultivate a lifelong love 

of reading.
  “The Sakha iKamva Campaign is 
about restoring dignity, creating 
opportunities and investing in the 
future of our children. Every child 
deserves access to the resources that 
will help them learn, grow and real-
ise their full potential,” Mkhantshwa 
said.
Representatives from the Amity 
Impact Foundation said education 
extends beyond the classroom, 
stressing that children are more 

likely to succeed academically when 
their basic needs are met.
  The event also featured messages 
of support from the South African 
Police Service, the Department of 
Social Development, the Department 
of Health, community organisations 
and private-sector partners, all of 
whom reaffirmed their commitment 
to protecting children and support-
ing quality education.
As the campaign concluded, organ-
isers called on more organisations 
and individuals to partner with them 
to expand the initiative and reach 
more vulnerable learners across 
Mpumalanga.
  Through collaboration and com-
munity action, the Sakha iKamva 
Campaign continues to demonstrate 
that investing in children’s education, 
dignity and well-being is an invest-
ment in South Africa’s future.
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The Vulingcondo Combined School learners who received the donation. 

Some of the members who donated to 
the Vulingcondo Combined School. 

Guardians MC Club donates 
food parcels to support 
vulnerable children

The Guardians MC Club has 
extended a helping hand to 
vulnerable children by do-

nating much-needed food parcels 
to the Siyabonga Drop-in Centre in 
Aramburg as part of its community 
outreach programme.
  The donation will help the centre 
continue providing meals to 125 
vulnerable children from 
Amsterdam and surrounding 
communities. The bikers decided to 
support the centre after learning that 
although the Mpumalanga Depart-
ment of Social Development (DSD) 
funds meals for only 30 children, the 
centre has chosen not to turn away 
any child in need. Instead, it contin-
ues to feed every child who arrives, 
despite the financial strain.
  Centre coordinator Nonhlahla 

Shabangu said the donation came at 
a critical time as the number of chil-
dren relying on the centre continues 
to grow.
“We prepare breakfast for the chil-
dren before they go to school and 
provide them with a meal when they 
return in the afternoon. Although we 
receive funding for only 30 children 
from the Department of Social De-
velopment, we are currently feeding 
125 children every day. The donation 
of food parcels will go a long way in 
helping us continue our work,” she 
said.
  Shabangu said the centre expects 
the number of beneficiaries to in-
crease even further before the end of 
the year and appealed to businesses, 
organisations and members of the 
community to support the initiative.
“Our goal is to ensure that no child 
goes to bed hungry. We encourage 
local businesses and anyone who is 
able to donate food or other essential 

items to assist us so that we can con-
tinue caring for these children,” she 
said. The Guardians MC Club said 
giving back to communities forms 

part of its mission, and supporting 
vulnerable children is one way of 
making a positive impact where it is 
needed most.
Background
  The Siyabonga Drop-in Centre pro-
vides essential support to 
vulnerable and disadvantaged chil-
dren in Amsterdam and surround-
ing areas. Besides offering a safe 
environment, the centre serves daily 
meals to children before and after 
school, helping to combat hunger 
and improve their well-being. Like 
many community-based organisa-
tions, the centre relies on govern-
ment funding and donations from 
businesses, 
organisations and individuals to 
continue its services. 
  However, the growing number of 
children in need has placed 
increasing pressure on its limited 
resources, making community 
support vital to its sustainability.

The Guardians MC Club with the food parcels that they donated to the centre. 
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Premier Ndlovu strengthens accountability through departmental performance assessments

The Office of the Premier has 
continued its programme 
of one-on-one performance 

assessments with provincial depart-
ments as part of efforts to strength-
en accountability, improve service 
delivery and enhance government 
performance across Mpumalanga.
The assessments were led by Mpum-
alanga Premier Mandla Ndlovu, 
with support from Director-General 
Maggie Skosana, senior management 
from the Office of the Premier and 
officials from the Provincial Trea-
sury.
  The latest engagements focused on 
the Departments of Culture, Sport 
and Recreation; Community Safety, 
Security and Liaison; Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Land and En-
vironmental Affairs; and Economic 
Development and Tourism.
The sessions were attended by MEC 
Leah Mabuza, responsible for Cul-

ture, Sport and Recreation; MEC 
Jackie Macie of Community Safety, 
Security and Liaison; and MEC Jesta 
Sidell of Economic Development 
and Tourism, together with heads of 
department and senior management 
teams from the four departments.    
  The performance review sessions 
provided an opportunity for provin-
cial leadership to assess the progress 
made in implementing government 
programmes and evaluate both 
financial and non-financial perfor-
mance within each department. The 

reviews also created a platform to 
identify challenges affecting im-
plementation and discuss practical 
interventions to improve service 
delivery and organisational perfor-
mance.
  According to the Office of the 
Premier, the engagements further fo-
cused on strengthening coordination 
between departments, improving 
financial accountability and ensur-
ing that government programmes 
remain on track.
  The assessments also sought to 
ensure that departmental plans 
remain aligned with the priorities 
of the Seventh Administration and 
the commitments made by Premier 
Ndlovu during the 2026 State of the 
Province Address. The Office of the 
Premier said regular performance 
assessments are an important 
governance tool that enables the 
provincial government to monitor 
progress, identify areas requiring 
support and ensure that public re-

sources are used efficiently. 
  The involvement of the Provincial 
Treasury further reinforced the 
importance of sound financial 
management and responsible 
spending in achieving government 
objectives.
  Through the ongoing assessment 
programme, the Office of the Pre-
mier aims to strengthen oversight 
across all provincial departments 
while promoting a culture of ac-
countability and continuous im-
provement. The provincial govern-
ment said the initiative forms part 
of its commitment to ensuring that 
departments deliver quality services 
effectively and respond to the needs 
of communities across Mpumalanga.   
  The one-on-one engagements with 
departments will continue as the 
Office of the Premier monitors the 
implementation of key government 
priorities and works to improve 
service delivery outcomes for the 
people of the province.

Industry experts, farmers from differ-
ent municipalities across the Gert 
Sibande District, financial insti-

tutions and other agricultural stake-
holders gathered at the Nooitgedacht 
Research Farm outside Ermelo for an 
informative and interactive Seedlink 
Farmers’ Information Day, organised in 
partnership with Pannar.

  The event focused on equipping 
farmers with practical knowledge, 
modern technologies and access to 
essential support services that strength-
en productivity, improve resilience and 
enhance profitability. It also provided an 
opportunity for farmers to share knowl-
edge, best practices and innovative ideas 
while forging strategic partnerships that 
contribute to a stronger agricultural 
sector and improved food security.
  Topics covered included soil health, 
yield foundations and crop protection, 
soil sampling and testing, cultivar selec-
tion, and farm business and profitability, 
among others.
Sunday Msibi of Sive Les’khulu Or-
ganics in Elukwatini said he is looking 
forward to applying new farming tech-
niques after attending the information 
day.
  The event brought together farmers 
from across the region to learn about 

improved seed varieties, soil manage-
ment and sustainable farming practices 
aimed at increasing crop yields.
Msibi said the workshop provided 
practical knowledge that will help him 
improve production on his farm.
  “My biggest takeaway was learning 
how to treat the soil properly and 
how to use fertilisers correctly with-
out over-applying them, as too much 
fertiliser can damage the plants. The 
workshop was very fruitful, and I will 
share the information with my fellow 
farmers,” he said.
  He said the knowledge gained will help 
him improve the productivity of his 
farming operation while protecting the 
health of his soil.

Msibi also reflected on a successful 
farming season, saying he cultivated 
36 hectares and harvested 93 tonnes of 
produce, an achievement he is proud of.
Encouraged by the new techniques he 
learned during the workshop, he plans 
to expand his farming operation by an 
additional 10 hectares in the coming 
season.
  He believes initiatives such as the 
Seedlink Farmers Info Day play an 
important role in equipping farmers 
with the skills and knowledge needed to 
improve yields, farm more sustainably 
and contribute to food security.

The Mpumalanga Department of 
Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Land and Environmental Affairs 

(DARDLEA) has dismissed claims by 
the Democratic Alliance (DA) that the 
Mpumalanga International FoodMar-
ket (MIF) has remained inactive due to 
government inaction, saying the project 
has made significant progress towards 
becoming fully operational.
  MEC Khethiwe Moeketsi said while 
the DA has the right to stage a planned 
picket over the facility, it is misleading 
to suggest that the market has been de-
layed because of a lack of commitment 
by the provincial government.
  “The Department rejects attempts to 
create a misleading impression that the 
Market has remained inactive due to 
government inaction. Such claims 
disregard the extensive technical, 
regulatory and operational work that 
has been undertaken over the past 
several months to ensure that this 
strategic provincial asset commences 
operation on a sustainable, compliant 
and commercially viable footing,” said 
Moeketsi.
  She also pointed out that the DA had 
repeatedly referred to the facility as 
the “Mpumalanga International Fresh 
Produce Market”, whereas its official 
name is the Mpumalanga International 
FoodMarket.
  According to Moeketsi, this reflects a 
lack of understanding of the project’s 
broader vision. She explained that the 
market is designed to become 
South Africa’s first integrated food 
market, offering a wide range of 
products, including plant products, 
processed grains, animal products and 
aquaculture. The facility is expected to 

attract retailers, wholesalers, processors, 
exporters, hospitality businesses and the 
general public.
Moeketsi said the department adopted 
a phased commissioning strategy from 
the beginning because a project of this 
scale requires extensive testing before 
opening its doors.
  “The facility could not simply be 
opened through a political 
announcement. It required the 
successful commissioning and 
integration of multiple interdependent 
systems, including industrial 
refrigeration, cold storage infrastruc-
ture, electrical systems, utilities, security 
platforms, ICT infrastructure and food 
testing environments,” she said.
  She added that several statutory 
inspections, certifications and 
operational accreditations could only be 
completed after the systems had 
demonstrated stable performance under 
live operating conditions.
Moeketsi said the progress has already 
begun attracting business, with Green 
Farms Nut Co becoming the market’s 
first cold storage client in June 2026.   
Products are already being stored at 
the facility, while negotiations with two 
other major agricultural businesses in 
Mpumalanga are at an advanced stage.
“This demonstrates that industry con-
fidence is growing because the Depart-
ment prioritised operational readiness 
over premature publicity,” Moeketsi 
said.
  She added that the investment posi-
tions Mpumalanga not only as a leading 
agricultural production hub but also as 
a strategic centre for the aggregation, 
storage, trade and export of a variety of 
agricultural commodities.
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Premier Mandla Ndlovu, and Dirtor-
General Maggie Skosana.

Some of the farmers who attended the 
workshop. 

Sunday Msibi of Sive Les’khulu Organics.
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Elukwatini farmer gains valuable 
skills at seedlink farmers info Day

MIF progressing steadily despite DA 
criticism, says MEC Moeketsi
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Mpumalanga Premier’s Cup returns with expanded 
focus on youth and community sport

The Mpumalanga Premier’s 
Cup has officially returned 
after a one-year hiatus, with 

this year‘s tournament promising 
to be the biggest and most inclusive 
edition yet.
  Premier Mandla Ndlovu launched 
the 2026 tournament at KaNyamaza-
ne Stadium on July 10, highlighting 
its expanded vision of promoting 
youth development, community 
participation and sporting excellence 
across the province.
  This year‘s competition goes 
beyond professional football by 
incorporating school football, school 
netball and community competi-
tions, creating a clear pathway for 
talented young athletes to progress 
from grassroots sport to the profes-
sional level.
  The school football and netball 
semi-finals will take place on July 18, 
followed by the finals on July 19 at 
KaBokweni Stadium and the 
KaNyamazane Netball Courts.

The tournament will conclude with 
an exciting top-four football 
showdown at KaNyamazane 
Stadium on July 19, where TS Galaxy 

FC, Kruger United FC, The Bees FC 
and Casric Stars FC will battle for 
the title. Admission to all matches is 
free.

  The Premier’s Cup has become one 
of Mpumalanga’s premier sporting 
events. In 2024, it made history by 
introducing the inaugural 

Mpumalanga Premier’s International 
Cup, featuring TS Galaxy FC, 
Tanzanian giants Young Africans 
(Yanga SC) and German Bundesliga 

side FC Augsburg. TS Galaxy lifted 
the historic trophy after defeating FC 
Augsburg 2-1 in the final.
  Speaking at the launch, Ndlovu said 
the tournament is about much more 
than winning trophies.
The Mpumalanga Premier’s Cup will 
help pave the way for talented young 
athletes in the province of 
Mpumalanga. I would be proud to 
see players who participate in this 
tournament one day representing 
South Africa in both football and 
netball,“ he said.
He added that the tournament aims 
to identify and develop local talent, 
strengthen social cohesion and 
stimulate economic activity in host 
communities.With top-level football, 
competitive school sport, attractive 
prize money and a renewed 
commitment to developing young 
talent, the 2026 Mpumalanga 
Premier’s Cup is expected to once 
again showcase the province’s 
sporting excellence while inspiring 
the next generation of South African 
stars.

Premier Mandla Ndlovu. MEC Leah Mabuza. 

Left: Asimbonge Thwala, Bucks Mthombeni, Right: Premier Mandla Ndlovu, Linda Zwane, Julius Magunga and Bongani Wati.
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